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Characteristics of the Chlorophthalmus albatrossis Group
Caught with Bottom Trawl in Suruga Bay
II. Estimation of Year—class Dynamics and Growth based on Otolith Analysis
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Abstract: We examined the year-class composition and growth of Chlorophthalmus albatrossis in Suruga Bay by
its otoliths to clarify the fisheries resource status of this species. Analyses were conducted for 204 otoliths
collected from individuals caught in bottom trawl fisheries in Suruga Bay from February 2015 to January 2016.
One to five otolith lings were observed from 204 individuals whose standard length (SL) ranged from 56.7 to
157.0mm. Monthly SL compositions and observations of otoliths showed existence at least two year-classes at the
bottom trawl fisheries ground of Suruga Bay. The von Bertalanffy growth curve based on calculated SL by
relationship between otolith radius and ring radius was estimated as follows: L, =178.0{1-¢"*" (4059 }. From
otolith microstructure, the settlement season was presumed to four to five months after hatching.
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